
Reception and Year 1
Phonics and Reading

Parent Workshop



Aims of the session

• To understand the importance of early reading and what this  looks like at 
Hackwood and the skills involved in learning to read.

• To know a range of strategies to support your child to read. 

• To have an understanding of phonics to help early reading 

• To discuss what can you do at home to help your child become a 
successful reader?



Developing a LOVE of 
reading 

Developing reading habits 

Daily Phonics 

Library times and library books

Reading buddies across the school

Book band books
1) Familiar 
2) Unfamialiar

Weekly reading with an adult in 
school. 

Phonic interventions

Dream Reads 

Reading ambassadors

Comfy reading



Familiar book : 
EASY READING MAKES 

READING EASY!
• Phonemes they have been 

taught in phonic lessons 
• Read with support from an 

adult
• Have an understanding of the 

books meaning/ story line 

UN familiar book:
• A book they may have 

not read with support 
• New phonemes 
• Unfamiliar words 

Phonetically decodable books – Book band books!



How to effectively reading with a child…

Steps to 
Succeed

1 Choose the book and ‘book talk’
Familiar book or unfamiliar book (library, comic, magazine etc)

2 Look at the pictures, key words, unfamiliar words before starting to read

3 Supportive reading – It’s not a test. 
Phonemes, key words, echo reading, listening. 

4 Checking understanding and engagement - VIPERS

5 Model reading, shared reading and echo reading
The 6 P’s 



the awareness of how spoken sounds
(phonemes) link to letters (graphemes).

What is phonics?

Phonics is ……



Learning to read at Hackwood is a 

Multisensory approach!



What does a phonics lesson look like?



Phonic Vocabulary

There is a copy of this in your child’s reading diary for 
you to use at home!

Consonant 
digraphs

Long vowel phonemes 
and R controlled vowels

Consonants

Short vowels



Your child’s phonic  
journey



1. Encourage digraphs/trigraphs spotting in a word first. 
2. We need to dot and dash 
Have a go at identifying the digraphs and trigraphs for yourself!



Our aim is for children at the end of year one to be able to:

Know all 40+ phonemes

Use phonic knowledge to 
smoothly blend to read 
whole words and alien 

words.

Speedy recognition of 
common exception words.

Begin to develop 
expression and pace -

60 words a minute.

The children have a 30 minute 
phonic lesson everyday.

Taught and tested regularly on 
their recognition of Year One  
common exception words that are 
situated in the front of their 
reading record.

Given two reading books –
familiar book to develop speed 
and confidence and an unfamiliar 
book to practise their phonic 
skills.
Regular home practise x 4weekly



What can you do to help your child at home?

• Help them learn the graphemes.
• Practise phase words.
• Help them to learn by sight the 

Tricky and Common Exception 
words

• Hear your child read at  least 4 times                        
a week. 

• Familiar and unfamiliar book

• EASY READING MAKES READING EASY!

Bedtime stories are still very important!  

READING IS WORTHWHILE!HILE



Common exception 
words

• They are taught in class 
regularly.

• Need to be learnt by sight.
• Helps build fluency.

• Find them in your child’s 
reading record.



Tops tips to help your child to blend.

• Sound talk words and see if they can blend orally without seeing any words.
Eg It’s time  to go to b-e-d!

• Listen out for your child adding uh at the end of the sound.  M – u - duh

• Ask you child to point to the graphemes as they read. 
Repeat it three times to hear the word.

• Ask them to sing the vowel sound in the middle of the word.    b-oa-t



The 6 P’s for  developing fluent reading.





The power of helping 
your child read.

It’s not too late 
to make a 
change!

Read! Achieve! Succeed!


